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From the Chair

Dear Residents,

January has been a busy month for the VMA Council and committees.

The Walkability Task Force offered a compelling presentation and reports on
suggestions for improving traffic safety in the Village at its open meeting on January
12.  For those who weren’t able to attend, a copy of the presentation will be posted as
an attachment to the January 12 minutes. The Task Force will hold another open
meeting in the next few weeks. Residents are encouraged to attend; details will follow.

A community forum was held on January 14. Topics included the 2021 election; the
possible establishment of a safety committee, task force, or resident-led group to
disseminate information about COVID-19 and vaccinations and liaise with police
officers on safety issues; and possible changes to our tree ordinance. At Thursday’s
Council meeting we discussed the form, purview, and duration of a possible safety
panel.  

Anticipating that in-person events could be unlikely this spring, our Election
Committee has been working since August to create an election plan which included
an option for an all-mail-in vote if required due to continuing State and County
restrictions on in-person mass gatherings. Consistent with our Charter, the Council
voted on Thursday to approve the Committee’s plan and procedures for an all-mail-in
election in May 2021. Election information will be forthcoming in the weeks ahead.



Also, at Thursday’s Council meeting, a majority of members voted to introduce the
ordinance to expand the jurisdiction of the Ethics Committee to add oaths of office and
provide procedures for complaint resolution.  A public hearing will be held at the
March Council meeting prior to the possible adoption of the measure.

It’s important to underscore that as your elected representatives, the Council represents
all of our residents and welcomes your input. All Council members can be contacted
by phone or email. Contact information is published in every Martin’s Edition and
appears on the “About” page of the Village website at www.martinsadditions.org.

Susan Fattig
Council Chair

Upcoming Events

February 1: Walkability Task
Force Meeting, 7:00 PM
February 15: President's Day--
VMA Office Closed (Regular
Schedule for Waste and Recycling)
February 18: Village Council
Meeting, 7:30 PM

Spotlight

Winter Weather Safety Tips

As the weather turns colder in the coming week, the Village has
some safety tips from our utility partners that residents might find
useful. See also Keith Allen's weather report in this newsletter,
where you'll find further tips. 

Pepco Tips 

1. MAKE A STORM BAG
Just like Pepco prepares, you can take action now to prepare for a storm. Pack an
emergency prep bag with flashlights, fresh batteries, water, and non-perishable foods.

2. POWER UP YOUR DEVICES
Make sure all of your devices, including your back-up chargers, are powered up.

3. STAY CONNECTED TO PEPCO 
Get the latest information during and after a storm, and any other time you may lose
power. Download our app on iOS or Android devices to stay connected and view
outage maps. Remember, you can also text “ADD OUTAGE” to 48710 to sign-up for
restoration updates.

https://www.pepco.com/Outages/StormCenter/Pages/BeforeStorms.aspx


4. REGISTER FOR THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
NOTIFICATION PROGRAM 
If you or someone you know uses emergency or life-support equipment, identify an
alternative location with power to go to during an outage. Visit pepco.com/EMENP to
register for the Emergency Medical Equipment Notification Program.

WSSC Tips

Homeowner Tips
Water meters and interior plumbing pipes need to be located in an area with a
minimum temperature of 55⁰ F or above from November 1 through April 1.
Turn off the water to outside faucets, remove hoses and drain the pipes.
Repair and tightly close all doors and windows.
Insulate and repair outside walls.
Cover any open vents (from the inside) with insulation, cardboard, plastic, or
newspaper.
On colder nights, open cabinet doors to expose pipes to your home’s warmth.
Let your kitchen or bathroom faucets drip slowly to keep water moving.

NOTE: Pipe Insulation only works if you have a heat source (see above - air leaks are
generally the cause of frozen pipes). When you are ready to insulate your pipes, inquire
at your local plumbing or hardware store about materials to use.
Check that any water lines or fire sprinkler piping installed in the attic are properly
insulated above the piping with a continuous R30 rating.

If a pipe in your home freezes:

Completely open the cold and/or hot water faucet nearest the frozen pipe. This
will relieve the pressure and reduce the chance of breakage.
Use a hand-held dryer if you decide to thaw the pipe yourself.
If in doubt, call a registered plumber for help.

Be Prepared. Store Water.

A water main break can occur at any time, but especially during the winter months.
Additionally, meters can sometimes freeze, leading to an emergency water outage. Be
prepared; store water for your household ahead of time. The rule of thumb is 1 – 2
gallons per person, per day to last at least three days. Remember to include pets!

Washington Gas Important Winter Safety Tips

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, toxic gas created when fossil
fuels are not burned completely. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission recommends putting CO detectors outside each bedroom of your
home. It also recommends installing smoke alarms on each level of your house
and inside every bedroom. For both types of devices, check batteries monthly
and replace them at least twice a year.
Never use your oven or range top to heat your home. Using the oven to heat a
room or apartment during winter is dangerous. Leaving burner flames on and
unmonitored is a fire hazard, and oven burners operating continuously can use
up indoor oxygen and lead to the production of deadly carbon monoxide.

https://www.pepco.com/MyAccount/CustomerSupport/Pages/DC/EmergencyMedicalEquipment.aspx
https://www.wsscwater.com/winterready
https://www.washingtongas.com/safety-education/education/winter-preparedness


Notes from the Village Office

Village Council Meeting Highlights 1/21/2021

The Village Council heard from residents on topics such as potential changes to
the ethics ordinance, possible changes to the tree ordinance, a potential Safety
Committee, and the 2021 Village election.
The Village Council heard a report from the Community Engagement
Committee Chair Keith Allen on the Committee's December 22nd meeting. 
The Village Council discussed the conversation that was held at the January 14th
Community Listening Forum. Topics included the tree ordinance, the ethics
ordinance, and the 2021 Village election.
The Village Council received the Building Administrator’s report on ongoing
building projects in the Village.
The Village Council voted to conduct the 2021 election entirely by mail. The
Village Council also voted to adopt the 2021 election policy and procedures as
well as the election plan. 
The Village Council voted to introduce the ethics ordinance, and the Council
also scheduled a public hearing on this topic for the March Council meeting. 
The Village Council discussed potential changes to the Village tree ordinance.
However, the Council wants more research and community input on this issue
before discussing it further. 
The Village Council discussed the ordinance process including providing an
explanation of an ordinance as part of the Council's procedures. 
The Village Council discussed establishing a committee or task force to address
safety concerns in the Village. The Council agreed to have further discussions
about the scope of this potential committee or task force.
The Village received a report from the Village Treasurer on financial matters and
the Village Manager was directed to research costs related to potential changes
to the Village’s trash and recycling services that were suggested by the annual
survey results. 
The Village Council received the Village Manager’s report which included
updates on Village operations and on the recent RFPs, both of which received
multiple bids. The Village also voted to continue with Blue Crab Contracting as
the Village’s municipal operations contractor. 

*For more details on any of these items, please click here to listen to the audio
recording of this meeting. Full minutes of this meeting will be shared with the
community after the Village Council has approved them.

Agenda for Council Meeting(s)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScslTb_xi1c&t


 

----Draft Agenda for the Monthly Council Meeting----
 

Village of Martin's Additions 
7013 Brookville Road (Suite B, 2nd floor)

Chevy Chase, MD 20815-3263 
Via Zoom

 

The Council may entertain a motion in open session to enter into a closed session, in
accordance with Section 3-305(b) of the Open Meetings Act (Maryland Code, General
Provisions Article).

7:30 PM Call to Order: Fattig
 
7:31 PM Opportunity for Council to Hear Residents' Comments: Fattig

7:41 PM Committee Updates: Fattig 

7:51 PM Building Administrator's Report: Lohmeyer

8:01 PM Presentation of the Final Report and Recommendations of the Walkability
Task Force

8:14 PM Discussion of the Scope of Work of a Potential Safety Committee or Task
Force

8:24 PM Discussion of Potential Changes to the Tree Ordinance: Alexander 

8:34 PM: Financial Matters, including Treasurer's Report and Budget amendments to
the FY 21 Budget: Alexander

8:44 PM Manager's Report: Anderegg

8:51 PM Opportunity for Council to Hear Residents' Comments: Fattig

9:01 PM Adjournment: Fattig

*Please note: Listed times are approximate.



Building Blocks

TO:  The Council at the Village of Martin’s Additions

FROM: Doug Lohmeyer

DATE OF MEMO: January 16, 2021

SUBJECT: Building Administrator’s Report
3506 Bradley Lane.

Demolition and building permit applications were submitted to the Village Office. The
staff has initially reviewed the information. Waiting for MCDPS approval. The Village
information meeting was held on Wed. June 17th. The County has not issued their
building permit, and the project is on hold until spring 2021.

6609 Brookville Rd.

The applicants have submitted an application to remove the existing porch and add an
addition to the existing house. The Village has reviewed the plans. The County issued
their building permit on Nov. 18th. The Village building permit was issued on Dec.
7th. Work has begun on the addition.

7200 Chestnut

The applicants applied for a Village building permit to construct an addition to the
existing house's west side. The County issued their building permit on Sept. 3rd. The
Village virtual information meeting was held on Tuesday, Oct. 6th. None of the
adjacent residents participated. The Village building permit was issued on Oct. 9, 2020.
The construction has begun.

7210 Chestnut St.

The Village issued their building permit on Oct. 11, 2018. The County has closed their
permits. Once the applicants finish the front yard improvements, we will do a final
inspection and close the Village building permit.

7200 Delfield St.

The property owners (a partnership) have applied for a Village demolition and building
permit for a new house. The County issued their building permit on Oct. 23rd. The
Village held the virtual resident information meeting on Dec. 9th. The Village issued
the demo and dumpster permits on Dec. 14th and the building permit on Jan. 4, 2021.
The old house has been removed.

7220 Delfield St.



The applicants have submitted an application to demolition the existing house and
rebuild a new house. The plans have been revised and are waiting for County approval.
The Village information meeting was held on Dec. 14th.

113 Quincy St.

The applicants have submitted an application to build a detached garage at the left rear
of the house. The MCDPS permit was issued on Aug. 10th. The Village permit was
issued on Oct. 13, 2020.

120 Quincy

The homeowners have submitted concept plans for the Village’s review. The plans
propose to construct several additions to the existing house. They have not applied to
The County. The staff is reviewing the concept plans.

163 Quincy St.

The homeowner is proposing to add additional parking along the side of the existing
driveway. The parking area will be a different material than the driveway, and the
preliminary non-vegetative analysis indicates the non-vegetative area will not exceed
30% of the front yard. They have not filed for a Village permit.

3505 Raymond St.

The new homeowners have applied for a variance to relocate the existing HVAC units
from the rear of the house to the house's right side. The Village Code does not allow
HVAC units to project into the minimum side yard setback, so a variance is required.
The Variance Hearing on Oct. 29th was suspended, and a continuation meeting has not
been scheduled.

3515 Raymond St.

The applicant has submitted plans to remove the existing house and to construct a new
house. The County is reviewing their plans. The applicants have revised their plans to
address the “Wall Plane Length” condition. The informational meeting with the
neighbors was held on Tuesday, Nov. 17th. Waiting for the County to approve the
plans.

3517 Shepherd St.

The applicant has submitted an application to add an addition to the existing house's
right front side. The County issued their building permit on Nov. 10th. The Village
issued the building permit on Nov. 24. Work on the addition has begun.

7200 Summit Ave.

On April 28, 2020, the homeowners submitted a Variance Application for the front and
rear setbacks to construct a new porch and bay window at the front of the existing
house and an addition on the north (right) side of the house. The Council approved the



Variance on July 16, 2020. The applicants have not submitted to MCDPS or the
Village.

7203 Summit

The homeowners have submitted plans to rebuild the existing detached garage at the
rear of the existing house. The Village staff is reviewing the submission. The plans
were submitted to MCDPS on Nov. 11th and are being processed.

3407 Thornapple St.

On May 29th, the building permit was extended, and work on the house appears to be
complete. The Applicant revised the plans to show a two-car detached garage at the
rear of the lot. The MCDPS and the Village have issued their revised building permits.
According to the builder, the new homeowners may not construct the detached garage.
The Village will contact the new residents to verify this information so that the Village
can close out the building permit.

Miscellaneous Items

The staff is presently working with the following properties:

1. The MSHA has responded to the Village’s letter regarding water ponding at the
Village street intersections along Brookville Rd. They plan on making improvements
to the intersections at Bradley, Quincy, and Cummings this summer. The MSHA staff
stated they are working with WSSC and MCDOT and will get back to us soon. Last
week, the MSHA contractor was repaving the intersection at Cummings and Shepherd.
The Village staff will contact MSHA to get a progress report.

Heard on the Sidewalk

Chevy Chase At Home

CC@H IN THE COMMUNITY IN FEBRUARY 2021

Wednesday, February 10, 1 - 2 p.m. Smithsonian American Art Museum Virtual
Tour: Women Artists 
Melissa Clark, a docent at the American Art Museum, will present 6-8 artworks by
women ranging from the19th century to contemporary times.

Friday, February 19, 1 - 2 p.m.  Join intrepid traveler and CC@H volunteer Jan
Augustine on a virtual trip through some of Scotland’s most spectacular scenery. Her
vibrant photos will make this tour on Zoom come vividly alive! 

Monday, February 22, 2 - 3 p.m.  Virtual Tour of the George Washington Masonic
National Memorial
In celebration of George Washington’s birthday, explore the memorial in Alexandria,
VA. that honors our first president as a Freemason. CC@H’s Volunteer and Program
Manager Katharine Kosin, who has been a tour guide at the Memorial for 8 years, will



virtually lead participants through the upper floors that are currently closed to the
public due to COVID-19.

Advance registration to receive the Zoom link for these programs is required. Go to
www.chevychaseathome.org, and click on Events.

CC@H will host a 5-week Life Stories Workshop starting Tuesday, February 16, 11
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. The workshop to get you started writing your stories will be led by
Bea Epstein, a writer, teacher, storyteller, and psychotherapist. The class size is
capped, and the cost is $60. For more information, please call 301-657-3115.

Manna Food Center

I delivered 110 pounds of food to Manna on Jan. 19th, the first delivery of the year.
Also, our total for last year was just shy of 3,500 pounds. . -- Linda

Weather Outlook

So far, we’re getting along pretty well with a mild winter. We’re typically in our
coldest period of winter from late January into early February, which looks to be about
like it should be with temperatures averaging in the low to mid-40s. On Jan 22, 2016,
we had a blockbuster snowstorm of 2 feet. The biggest snowstorm that ever occurred
in Washington, DC was 27” in January 1922. Typically, though, February is our
snowiest month on average. Looking ahead, it appears February will be milder than
normal and somewhat dryer than normal. The National Weather Service issues
watches, warnings, and advisories for all winter hazards. Here’s what they mean and
what to do:

Winter Storm Watch: winter storm conditions (snow, sleet, freezing rain) are possible
within the next 36 – 48 hours. Prepare now!

Winter Storm Warning: life-threatening severe weather conditions have begun or
will begin within 24 hours. Act now!

Winter Weather Advisory: Winter weather conditions are expected to cause
significant inconvenience and may be hazardous. If you are cautious, these situations
should not be life-threatening. 

If you respect the elements, winter weather can be both beautiful and fun. Stay safe
and keep in touch on the weather phone, especially in suddenly changing or severe
weather.

Keith Allen, a longtime resident of Martin's Additions, provides weather forecasts by
phone for cities across the U.S. Residents are encouraged to call 202-589-1212 for up-
to-the-minute updates.  
 
         

Keep our community walkable; please patronize the businesses in our Village!

Please also keep in mind these "Friends of the Village":
A Wider Circle

http://www.chevychaseathome.org/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/18/AR2007071800657.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/18/AR2007071800657.html
http://awidercircle.org/


Chevy Chase at Home 
Friends of the Library, Chevy Chase Chapter 

Live and Learn Bethesda  
Manna Food Center 

 

CONTACT INFO

VILLAGE COUNCIL

Council Chair
Susan Fattig – (301) 785-6017
susan.fattig@martinsadditions.org

Council Vice-Chair
Todd Mann - (301) 642-6665
todd.mann@martinsadditions.org

Council Treasurer
Arthur Alexander – (301) 718-9787
arthur.alexander@martinsadditions.org

Council Secretary
Katya Hill – (301) 718-1920
katya.hill@martinsadditions.org

Council Member-at-large
Jeffrey Blander
jeffrey.blander@martinsadditions.org

VILLAGE OFFICE – Telephone 301-656-4112

Village Manager
Niles Anderegg– manager@martinsadditions.org

Manager Assistant
Martha Fessenden – avm@martinsadditions.org

To receive e-notifications from the Village Council, the committees, and the Office
(i.e., any official communication from your Village government), please fill out the
Village Contact webform. This is the best way to receive information on Village
business (e.g., Council and Committee meetings), services (e.g., waste pickup and
snow removal), and events (e.g., the 4th of July Celebration or the Movie Night in the
Park).
 
The VMA monthly newsletter is distributed to the Village on the last Monday of the
month. If you wish to submit an article or news item for the newsletter, please submit
your item by 5 PM on the preceding Friday. Any article or news item must meet the

http://www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=559717
http://www.folmc.org/chevy-chase-chapter/
http://liveandlearnbethesda.org/
http://mannafood.org/
mailto:susan.fattig@martinsadditions.org
mailto:todd.mann@martinsadditions.org
mailto:arthur.alexander@martinsadditions.org
mailto:katya.hill@martinsadditions.org
mailto:jeffrey.blander@martinsadditions.org
mailto:manager@martinsadditions.org
mailto:avm@martinsadditions.org
https://www.martinsadditions.org/contact/index.php


VMA newsletter criteria. Policy No. 09-16-01-Policy for Contents of Martin's Edition
Newsletter
 
Please note:

The Village Office does not administer the VMA neighborhood Listserv (a Google-
Group). To receive Listserv emails, please contact Bill Lebovich
at architecturalphoto@mac.com

Village of Martin's Additions 
 301-656-4112 (office)

301-656-0030 (fax)
  www.martinsadditions.org

Village of Martin's Additions | 7013 Brookville Rd, Suite B, Chevy Chase, MD 20815-3263
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